
BIIIADUXTUKEAG RIVER--SEPT.5, 1893. 

M r .  Henry Bathaway, Houlton, s a y s  that 

salmon, years ago, used t o  come up this r i v e r  t o  

i t s  extreme upper waters .  I t  was a good river f o r  

salmon. They used to be seen below the d a m  a t  

Houlton, and below t h e  f a l l  a t  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  f l o u r  

m i l l ,  about 2l/2 miles  up from Houltoll. 



HOULTON, ME., SEPT. 5, 1893.  

(Arrived from Woodstock, N. E., 8-30 A. M.) 

Only one saw m i l l  now i n  the v i l lEge ,  On 

Maduxnakeag River, jus6 above the  br idge,  I t  is 

located about t en  rods from the main stream, on a . 

very s m a l l  brook. There is much low land about the 

mill, where cu t  lumber and g rea t  p i l e s  of o ld  and 

new edges a r e  p i l e d .  High water would cover much 

o f  the  edgings, but being back from the  r i v e r ,  i t  

is hard t o  say  whether f r e s h e t s  would tend t o  car- 

much away o r  not .  

This mill belongs t o  F. W. Titcomb. Steam 

m i l l ;  contains  1 ro ta ry ,  1 edger, 1 l a t h  machine, 

2 sh ingle  machines, 1 clapboard machine and planer ,  

2 board planes.  Annual cu t  about as fo l lows:-  

4,000,000 f t .  l one  lumber, 
la ths  , 
sh ing le s ,  
clapboards. 

They have b o i l e r  furnace only. 

h’othing is  allowed t o  go i n to  t h e  r i v e r .  

Nothing could go i n  d i r e c t l y .  

waste, most of t he  r o t a r y  and l a t h  sawdust, all 

p lane r  shavings,  and a few of the edgings. 

sawdust is disposed of about town. 

Burn all sh ing le  

Some 

The l a t h  edg- 



ings a r e  p i l e d  up about the mill, and so ld  as fast  

aa  poss ib le .  They now have a l a r g e  amount on hand, 

There has been a mill on t h i s  same s i d e  

about 18 years.  M r .  Titcomb was the  f i rs t  one t o  

occupy the  s i t e ,  

d 

Shingle waste and o the r  sawdust c a r r i e d  

t o  furnace b y  chain b e l t s .  

The foreman thought a law had been passed, 

perhaps f i v e  o r  s i x  years  ago, regarding the  throw- 

ing of  waste i n t o  the r i v e r .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  o f  sh ingle  waste come down the 

r i v e r ,  and give them some t rouble  about the logs. 

Kot very se r ious  now, however, (Tias been m o s t l y  

stopped through e f f o r t s  o f  Mr. T i t c o m b )  . 

There is a dam d i r e c t l y  below the br idge 

in  Houlton. I t  extends across  the r i v e r ,  has wide 

apron and ga te ;  no fishway. Used by s e v e r a l  g r i s t  

mills, s t a r c h  f ac to ry ,  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t ,  e t c ,  There 

is now a he ight  of  about t e n  f e e t  from su r face  o f  

r a t e r  below t o  c r e s t  of dam, 

While s tanding on bank a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  saw 

q u a n t i t y  of hardwood sawdust and f i n e  shavings 

thrown out i n to  r i v e r ,  from ca r r i age  f ac to ry  over 

starch m i l l .  Many bushels, 



The r ivmchannel  at t h i s  p lace  is d i r t y ,  

but no more so than i n  any town, where there  are 

not s t r i c t  regula t ions .  Town r e m s e .  
Q 

The bottom o f  r i v e r  is r o c k y  and rough, 

genera l ly  in  t h i s  neighborhood. The r a t e r  is now 

very low, and th ings  a r e  not looking t h e i r  bes t .  

The next dam above the  one i n  the town is 

t h a t  a t  Sincock’s m i l l .  On the  so-cal led  nor th  

branch(of t h e  south branch) the  f i rs t  dam is a t  Geo. 

L. Hamnond’s. There are some o the r  dams f u r t h e r  UP 

same stream. 



MILL OF S. Ha SIfTCOCK,  JR. 

On south branch o f  the  Madwrnakeag, be- 
6 

tween one and one and one fou r th  miles  above Houl- 

ton v i l l a g e .  Water m i l l .  Dam, without fishway, 

Runs all t h e  year  when the re  is s u f f i c i e n t  water. 

Runs most o f  t h e  time, H a s  1 r o t a r y ,  1 edger, 1 

l a t h  an2 1 sh ing le  machine. 

Saws annual ly  about 

1,500,000 f t .  long lumber, 
1,000,000 l a t h s ,  
1,000,000 shingles .  Have cut  no sh ingles  

t h i s  year ,  

Has provided for a l l  waste which is  

hauled out o f  m i l l .  The first m i l l  i n  t h i s  p lace  

was b u i l t  about 1852. Up t o  th ree  years ago all 

t he  waste was s l u i c e d  in to  the  r i v e r ,  F. W. T i t -  

comb then brought lawsui t  aga ins t  h i m ,  and s ince  

then has provided f o r  waste. Sincock has been 

running t h i s  m i l l  t e n  years.  

The lower f l o o r  has been r e b u i l t  so a s  to  

take care  of waste, and prevent goine; i n t o  stream. 

There is a great d e a l  of  edgings and sawdust Piled 

. 0 1  bank, where it must come, more o r  less, under 

t h e  influenoe of s p r i n g  f r e she t s .  Mostly o l d  s tuf f ,  

however . 



Says they sluice their waste at the m i l l s  

above(not entirely true at least). 

Much sh ing le  drift comes amongst his logs, b 
and causes h i m  much trouble. We saw a great deal. 



Next v i s i t e d  m i l l  o f  Mor r i l l  Mansur, who 

gave us t h e  fbllowing information about h i s  own and 

seve ra l  o t h e r  m i l l s  . 
4P 

MORR ILL MABSUR 

West branch o f  south branch o f  Maduxne- 

keag, about 2l/2 miles  f rom Houlton v i l l a g e ,  by 

road. Water s a w  m i l l .  A l s o  s t a r c h  fac tory  connect- 

ed w i t h  i t .  Former contains  1 r o t a r y  and 1 l a t h  

machine. Has dam w i t h  no fishway. A t  presen t  

saw8 only a l i t t l e ,  f o r  custom work only. Bo long 

lumber, but about 200,000 la ths  t h i s  summer. Saw- 

dust a l l  goes i n t o  r i v e r .  Makes f i r e  wood o f  t he  

o t h e r  rubbish.  Was r e s t r a i n e d  from p u t t i n g  i n  

l a r g e r  waste by Titcomb, same a s  Sincock, Previ- 

ously had put  everything i n t o  the  river,which he 

d i d  not want f o r  some purposer 

Matthew M i l l  . 314 of a mile up f rom 

Mansur, on the same stream. Water m i l l ,  dam, and 

no f i shway.  Contains 1 ro ta ry ,  1 l a t h ,  1 shingle  

machine, 1 p lane r ;  does q u i t e  a bus iness ;  saws an- 
e 

nua l ly  about 

~,oOO,OOO f t .  long lumber, 
1,000,000 up more sh ingles ,  
1,000,000 o r  more laths. 



--7--. 

' t k  sedsan., SaulduSt  
fuse ,  but d id  put some in to  stream some used f o r  

banking. No edcings go in to  stream(Mansur) , 
goes 1bl.h dmm. 2 

4P Sham Tannery & Saw M i l l ,  about f o u r  

mi les  up stream from hyansur. saw mill not much 

used now. Contains r o t a r y  & shingle  machine, water 

mill, dam, no fishway. ProbablLr saws mainly f o r  

h i s  own use. Does no shipping. Cannot tell what 

he does with waste(Mansur) , 

Moses Drew, 6 m i l e s  up stream from Man- 

sur's, Rotary, clapboard machine, and may have 

sh ingle  machine. A l s o  has Sath machine and planer.  

Is loca ted  just  below a l o c k  and thus has plenty  of 

water. Water mill, dam, no fishway, Does consid- 

erable  business and ships luxber b y  r a i l ,  Sans some 

hard wood, Does not know what is done with r e f u s e  

(Mansur) , 

James Ruth, on a small branch i n  Linneus, 

r a t e r  mill. Does small business(Mansur) . 
F. W. Titcomb, on another  branch which 

comes i n  below the  tannery, 2 m i l l s ,  r a t e r ,  dam; 

no fishway, 1 ro ta ry ,  s eve ra l  sh ingle  machines. 

Saw8 a l o t  of shingles .  A l l  waste goes into the 



stream. This was also going on when he sued Sin- 

cock and Mansur. However, h i s  waste does not come 

down pas t  Mansur's m i l l ,  but seems t o  be held 

the re  i n  some way; he thought because there  was 
up 

tb 

not enough water i n  the s i d e  stream(Mansur), 

Geo. L. Xamond, nor th  branch o f  south 

. branch of Maduxnekeag, about tvo miles above i ts  

mouth. Smal l  steam m i l l  conta in inc  ro t a ry .  A l s o  

has a dam. and uses water a t  times. Used t o  make 

some sh ingles .  Cannot s a y  whether he does now o r  

not.  Ships  some, but saws mostly f o r  local t rade  

(Mansur) 

There a r e  two mdle mills f a r t h e r  up on 

t h i s  stream in B, Township. 

the o t h e r  t o  MCConnell(Mansur) , 

One bikongs t o  I f i t c h i l i ,  

Xr. Mansur s a y s  t he re  is no t rouble  with 

waste down t h i s  l a t t e r  stream, Only a s m a l l  amount 

o f  sawdust is put in. 

Does not the  Ashburton Treaty provide f o r  e 
the building of fishrays on dams in streams f l o w i x  

into the St, John River from Me.? That is, t h e i r  

building in New Brunsrickf 



STARCH MAKING, HOULTON, SEPT. 5 ,  l893. 

The following was given us by Waldo G.  b 
Browns one o f  the  S tarch  makers. 

The pota toes  a r e  f i rs t  washed. They a r e  

then grated very f i n e  on g r a t e r s ,  revolving cyi in-  

d e r s ,  punched l i k e  nutmeg g r a t e r s .  This f i n e  ma- 

t e r i a l  is deposi ted on l a r g e  s ieves(very  f i n e  m e s h  

copper n e t t i n g ) ,  which are s l i g h t l y  incl ined,  and 

kept  cons tan t ly  in  motion. Water drops s t e a d i l y  

on t o  these  s i eves ,  car ry ing  the  s t a r c h  through 

them into a trough below, which leads to  l a r g s  va ts  

in which t h e  s t a r c h  s e t t l e s .  

The so-cal led pwpice(al1 t h a t  is l e f t  on 

the  s i eves )  f loats  from the  top of the  s i eve ,  and 3s 

c a r r i e d  t o  the  river.  The pumice ~ 0 n 8 i s t s  of  peel- 

ings and t h e  pulp o r  f ibrous  mztter.  

The s t a r c h  on s e t t l i n g  in the  v a t s  hard- 

ens. The water is drained o f f .  The s t a r c h  is r e -  

o moved t o  drying rooms, when it  is d r i ed  by steam haat. 

It is kept  s t i r r e d  up while drying,  and comes out 

a very f i n e  powder. 

p r i n t s  a d  cot tons  i n  co t ton  m i l l s ;  a l s o  used f o r  

making molder for fancy candies ,  qnd f o r  o t h e r  pur- 

I t  is used ch ie f ly  f o r  s i z ing  



It  r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  r e f i n i n g  be fo re  i t  

can be used f o r  laundry and cooking p u v o s e s .  This 

is not  done he re .  Their  s t a r c h ,  while  pure ,  is a 

l i t t l e  off '  c o l o r ,  e t c .  
0 

The pumice a f t e r  going i n t o  the  r i v e r  

sinks and remains t h e r e  about a couple of  days.  It 

t hen  r i s e s  t o  t he  s u r f a c e  and passes  o f f  with t h e  

c u r r e n t ,  l e a v i n g  no t r a c e .  It is not considered t o  

be harmful i n  any way(Mr. Xathaway s a y s  in  some 

p l a c e s  considered t o  f u r n i s h  food f o r  f i shes ) .  

90% of t h e  p o t a t o  is  wzter .  They use on- 

l y  t h e  culls, no t  t he  b e s t  p o t a t o e s  f o r  s t a r c h .  

They g e t  f r o m  seven t o  n ine  pounds of  

s t a r c h  from a bushe l  o f  po ta toes .  

There a r e  t h r e e  s t a r c h  f a c t o r i e s  i n  Houl- 

ton.  Used 100,000 hushe ls  o f  p o t a t o e s  l a s t  season. 

The season  begins  between f i rs t  and middle o f  Sep- 

tember and cont inues  t o  about November 1. 


